
ULMS PhD Studentship: September 2015 entry 
 
Reference: PHD-BLPRULMS-2015 
Closing date: 17:00, Friday, January 16th 2015 
 
£14,210 plus tuition fees for a 3 (+3) or 4 (1+3) year duration 
 
For September 2015 entry, the University of Liverpool Management School (ULMS) will be awarding 
a number of PhD Studentships as part of its established doctoral funding scheme.  
 
The studentships will be awarded across the School, providing full fees (Home/EU rate) and a 
stipend of £14,210 a year for up to four years. They will be awarded on the basis of outstanding 
academic achievement and research potential, and will be open to all nationalities and subject areas. 
 
Consistent with our current research strengths we encourage applications in the areas of: 
 
• Entrepreneurship and Small Business Management  
• Leadership, Management/Organisation Studies and Corporate Governance 
• Supply Chain Management, Lean Production and Agility  
• Marketing and experiential consumption 
• Economic Growth, Financial Markets and Risk 
• Societal and Economic Development  
• International Business 
 
The studentships are funded by the School and represent a significant investment to further 
consolidate its position as a vibrant and distinct research community, as indicated by publications in 
top-tier journals across the above-stated areas. In addition, the school hosts a number of editorships 
in prestigious academic journals.  
In November 2012 the School achieved AACSB Accreditation, which represents the highest 
achievement for an educational institution and its college of business. Only five per cent of business 
schools worldwide have been awarded the accreditation. AACSB Accreditation Standards require a 
high quality teaching environment, a commitment to continuous improvement, and curricula 
responsive to the needs of businesses. This achievement means that not only has the School met 
specific standards of excellence, but has also made a commitment to on-going improvement to 
ensure that the institution will continue to deliver high quality education to its students. 
 
Much of the PhD research training at ULMS is informed by our partnership with Lancaster University 
Management School and Manchester Business School as part of the ESRC North West Doctoral 
Training Centre. This relationship ensures that all our PhD students have access to the highest 
standards of training cognate across the three Universities, both in social science research and 
career and life skills. At ULMS, we provide dedicated modules in social science, qualitative and 
quantitative methods during the first year of study, and access to advanced training beyond that. 
Students are organized into one of two cohorts: Business and Management or Economics and 
Finance, each with their own programme.  
 
Academic Entry Requirements 
1+3 Programme 
For the 1+3 studentships, you should have an appropriate first degree of class 2:1 or above; 
International qualifications will be evaluated in line with the National Recognition Information 
Centre (NARIC) guidelines. You will be required to initially register on the MRes in Research 
programme. 

https://www.liv.ac.uk/management/
http://www.aacsb.edu/accreditation/
http://www.nwdtc.ac.uk/
http://www.nwdtc.ac.uk/


 
+3 Programme 
In addition to the above, for the +3 studentships you should also have a good Master’s degree in 
Business, Management, Accounting, Finance, Economics or a related discipline.  
 
Proposal 
Please give details of your PhD proposal in 2000 words or less. References/bibliography should be 
included within this word limit. The assessment panel will closely assess submitted proposal against 
these key criteria: 
 
1. Does the study clearly articulate its aim and contribution? 
2. Is the proposed methodology consistent with the research aim? 
3. Does the study clearly foreshadow its practical ramifications for the key research areas identified 
above? 
4. Is the proposed timeline both feasible and realistic? 
 
It is expected that candidates contact potential ULMS supervisors before the deadline to explore 
whether collaboration can be initiated. Taken together, the proposal should explain why you would 
like to undertake this research and your thoughts on the distinct challenges and opportunities it 
might bring.  
 
Language requirements 
All applicants must have reached a minimum required standard of English language (IELTS 7 
average), and, where relevant, are required to provide evidence of this. Qualifications accepted by 
the University include GCSE English; GCE O level English; AS Level English; A Level English Language; 
IELTS; TOEFL; Cambridge Proficiency etc.  Please refer to the full list here.  
 
Personal qualities 
These include the ability to work independently and a high degree of motivation necessary to 
complete a PhD in three years. 
 
Residency Entry Requirements: 
Home students receive a full Scholl studentship (fees and maintenance grant);  
EU students who have not been resident in the UK for the last three years before the start of their 
studentship are only eligible for a fees-only award. If you are unsure if you are eligible, you can check 
the ESRC eligibility requirements in Annex 1 of the ESRC Postgraduate Funding Guide; 
Overseas students will receive a fee contribution at Home/EU rates and the difference in cost must 
pay by the applicant; the maintenance grant for Overseas students is identical to Home/EU students.  
 
Method of application 
Applicants must complete all sections of the University Postgraduate Research Application Form, 
inserting ‘PHD-BLPRULMS-2015 studentship’ in the Funding section and as the first line of your 
Personal Statement. Applications to be made via the University of Liverpool online system, selecting 
programme code BLPR. 
 
Alongside the completed application form and Personal Statement, applicants should submit the 
following supporting documents: 

 Curriculum Vitae (CV)  
 Two reference letters  
 University transcripts  
 Degree certificates  

https://www.liv.ac.uk/management/postgraduate-research/management-phd/entry-requirements/
http://www.esrc.ac.uk/_images/ESRC-Postgraduate-Funding-Guide-DTCs_tcm8-28310.pdf
https://www.liv.ac.uk/study/postgraduate/applying/


 
Short-listed candidates will be interviewed.  
 
Further enquiries  
If you would like to discuss the studentships further, please contact Dr Dirk Lindebaum 
(d.lindebaum@liverpool.ac.uk).  
Formal application procedures are outlined here.  
 
 
 

mailto:d.lindebaum@liverpool.ac.uk
https://www.liv.ac.uk/study/postgraduate/applying/index.htm

